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Conservation Dedicated to the Enjoyment
== Association of Wetlands

OUR Volunteer Group Put Another
Large Dent in Tinyos
Infestation

Kate Harries, Pat Armstrong and theiew of
volunteers successfulbattled the Garlic
Mustard plant for control of a section of Tiny
Marsh 6 s trail sydspragn on
This contended ground is located in the
SouthWest quadrant of the walking trails in
the marsh.The eradication of this invasive
plant occurrean two consecutive weekends

in June. The plant is a very tenacious one as it gaylic Mustard Plant
often remains in thergund for up to ten

years after it first goes to seed. It is hoped that
by planting and nurturing our native shade
plants, the lack of adequate sunlight will also
slow down growth as well. To that end ssm
planting was also done in this ar&de would

like to thank all those involved for their effort
and dedication to keeping our marshrag to

the native ecosystem as possible.
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spread of decoys. The elder hunter gives the

signal and their quarries tumble to the water. In

an instant their day has begun in earnest. As

the father and child wait for their dog to make

the double retrieve, they can only watch as the

flock of ring necked ducks banks hard and

heads into the distance. As the sun begins to

peek over the horizon,th ey bot h know
going to be a good day in Tiny Marsh today.

Hunters are conservationists by nature. We play
an integral part in wetland protection as do
others. We are keenly aware of the role of good
management in a thriving marsh.

Waterfowl hunter numbers have steadily
Pre-dawn Preparation declined since the 1970's to the point where

there are now only1/3 the hunters that they were
l'tds a cool autumn mor ni nig1928N dur {olit® areie ReY to erSurifg thht! |

shining bright as the boat is pushed away from our legacies continue and that our marshes will
the gravel shoreline. The weight of its be protected, for all users, into the future.
occupants and their furry companion causes the
craft to ride low in the water. With their boat The MTM Conservation Association is hosting a
laden with decoys and shotguns, the Youth Waterfowl Day on October 8, 2011.
waterfowlers row towards their selected spot Youth apprentice hunters will be taught the
while in the distance sounds of birds echo basics of waterfowl hunting and conservation.
through the marsh. The day will start with seminars in the morning,
_ _ _ including a presentation by Dave McLachlin (of
As they arrive at their chosen location a lone DUC) on the history of the marsh and the
mallard flushed from the reeds and flies away. importance that Ducks Unlimited Canada has
HOper”y, It IS a positive sign for the day ahead. p|ayed in he|p|ng to manage our marshes,

_ _ _ followed by an afternoon, mentored hunt.
With the last of their decoys deployed and their

bags stowed away, the pair of hunters have just

enough time for a cup of coffee and a cookie to For more information please visit
chew on before the hunt begins. Overhead, a http://www.tinymarsh.on.ca/ or contact
trio of green wing Teal scream past on their way jleroux@gametarian.com

to feed. The black Labrador retriever whines in
anticipation of the action ahead. Flashlights can
still be seen bobbing in the distance as late
comers scramble to get set up.

Finally, the hour arrives and the pair of hearty
souls slide their guns from their cases and
quietly load their firearms. No sooner do they
close the actions than do a pair of wood ducks
cup their wings and begin to glide into their
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PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE IN OUR
MARSHES

While many people view Purple Loosestrife as a
beautiful, flourishing plant it is in fact a very
aggressive invader and can cause rapid
degradation of wetland habitats. This plant was
introduced in Eastern North America as early as
the 1800s by European settlers who brought it
over for use in their gardens. Purple loosestrife
seeds were present in the ballast of Europeans
ships which used soil to provide stability while
travelling across the ocean.

The flowers on a Purple Loosestrife plant consist
of five or six pink-purple petals surrounding a
small, yellow centre. Each flower spike of a
Purple Loosestrife plant contains many
individual flowers which will bloom in late July to
August. The seed capsule appears as flowers
begin to drop off and contain many tiny seeds.
Plants may go to seed as early as late July
producing up to 2.7 million seeds annually.
These seeds have the ability to lay dormant,
meaning that germination may occur the
following year or several years later. The very
small size of these seeds allows them to be
easily spread by wind, water, wildlife and
humans. The leaves of a Purple Loosestrife
plant are soft with smooth edges. The leaves are
arranged opposite in pairs which alternate down
the stalk at 90 degree angles. Purple Loosestrife
stalks are characteristically square and woody
and can grow as tall as 2m. Mature plants may
consist of several stalks and have a very
extensive perennial root system. Each plant can
send out 30 to 50 shoots. These shoots create a
dense web making it difficult for other plants to
establish themselves.

Purple Loosestrife has been known to reduce
the biodiversity in wetlands. It can rapidly take
over and threaten the survival of hundreds of
species that rely on a healthy wetland for their
food, shelter, and as an area for reproduction.
Purple loosestrife also has the ability to invade

drier regions and has commonly been found
encroaching farm land. Once established, Purple
Loosestrife will continue to increase in numbers
until control actions are taken.

It is important to control the spread of purple
loosestrife before the plants go to seed. The
best time to do this is late June, July and early
August when the plants are still in flower and
easily recognizable. Fortunately there are
various methods of control including digging,
hand pulling, cutting, chemical control and lastly
biological control. Biological control has
successfully reunited purple loosestrife with its
natural enemy, the Galerucella beetle. Complete
eradication of purple loosestrife has not been the
goal rather, the numbers of purple loosestrife
have been reduced enough to enable the
reestablishment of native species. Reductions of
more than 80% have been observed at many of
the release sites.

By Shelly Morrison, Kids For Turtles
Environmental Education, Orillia, Ontario
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ONTARIO STEWARDSHIP RANGERS

PITCH IN AT TINY MARSH

By Al Winters, Stewardship Coordinator,
Ministry of Natural Resources, North Simcoe
Stewardship

The MTM Conservation Association once again
welcomed the services of the Ministry of Natural
Resourcesd Ontario
out of the Midhurst District Office who spent
three days in August diligently clearing trails at
the Tiny Marsh Provincial Wildlife Area while
taking advantage of every opportunity to explore
the marsh and all of its amenities. At one point
there might have been a crabapple fight but of
course this Stewardship Coordinator, who was
happily presented with a set of pruners and put
to work by the team on one of the days at the
marsh, was just an innocent victim of the
shenanigans and did not partake in any way,
shape, or form.

The Ontario Stewardship Ranger (OSR)
Program is a product of the Ministry of Natural
Re s our c éhPrdgrarhe Branch and is
administered at the community level by Ontario
Stewardship Councils in partnership with MNR
District Offices. The purpose of the program is
to advance teamwork, personal development
and educational opportunities for youth by
involving them in community-based resource
management initiatives that serve to advance
the efforts of local organizations. One OSR
Team consisting of five youth under the
guidance of a Crew Leader was assigned to
Simcoe and Dufferin Counties in 2011. The
team was administered by the North Simcoe
Stewardship Council which includes three
representatives from your MTM Conservation
Association Board of Directors. An additional
team administered by the Lake Simcoe
Community Stewardship Program and the
Dufferin South Simcoe Land Stewardship
Network also operated out of the Midhurst
District Office in 2011. This team was assigned

specifically to projects within the Lake Simcoe
Watershed in both Midhurst and Aurora Districts.
This year marked the 11™ season for the OSR
Program in the Midhurst District and teams have
participated in projects and programs at the
three MTM managed properties virtually every
year since the

The OSR Program affords youth the opportunity
to get involved in a broad cross section of

St ewar @l lefourdd MAnddement fefaidbrogram

areas. Examples include invasive species
monitoring and control; species at risk
inventorying and monitoring; fish and wildlife
population and habitat assessment and
rehabilitation; forest management; natural
heritage, outdoor education, and interpretation;
and crown land management. Educational and
team-building opportunities are ingrained within
the program in an effort to facilitate an
understanding and appreciation among the
youth for the value of their work and as a means
of strengthening the bond within the group.
Community partners such as the MTM
Conservation Association are instrumental in
imparting their knowledge to the students and
making this program a success.

Among the highlights for the students in 2011
was a three-day camping trip to Killbear
Provincial Park where teams from several areas
worked collaboratively to construct fences to
direct Massasauga Rattlesnakes toward eco-
corridors designed to divert them away from
major highways. The team also participated in
another three-day assignment with other teams
from the region at Algonquin Provincial Park
where they conducted maintenance to
interpretive trails and other infrastructure at the
park. The youth were also hosted by the

Chi ppewads of Georgina
participated in story-telling sessions, a PowWow,
an interpretive hike, and craft-making activities
as a part of an Aboriginal awareness day.

Closer to home, activities such as in-stream
habitat rehabilitation efforts were a big hit among
the students. The team also enjoyed Chimney
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Swift monitoring in the City of Barrie, Piping
Plover monitoring at Wasaga Beach Provincial
Park, Butternut assessment at various locations
within the district, and American Sweet Chestnut
monitoring at the Dufferin County Forest.

Junior Rangers at Tiny Marsh

Matchedash Bay Site Is Magical

From a biology point of view, mid-August marks
the start of early autumn. Shorebirds are starting
to move southwards, many species of
goldenrods and asters are blooming, young
birds now have flight feathers and are foraging
on their own, and the swamp maples are
showing red foliage. Yes, thankfully, summer is
behind us!

Although the above signs of early autumn may
be seen in a variety of places, | chose to mark
the occasion with a visit to a site that I've not
been to in far too long: the Matchedash Bay
Provincial Wildlife Area (MBPWA).

The credentials of this property are exceptional:
it is a Ramsar site (Wetland of International
Significance and Importance); it is an Important
Bird Area (designated by BirdLife International);
it is a Provincially Significant Wetland (Class 1
designation by Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources); it is the cumulative result of many

organizations, some global in intent, banding
together to purchase property and install
landscape management options. Today, it is
under the combined care of Ducks Unlimited
(Canada), Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources, the Matchedash Bay-Tiny Marsh-
Marl Lake (M-T-M) Conservation Association
and the Coldwater and Area Conservation Club.
Whew, what a place. (Please see our web-site
for a map of the Bay)

However, trying to see all of this property on one
visit is akin to seeing all of Ontario in a day... you
can certainly get a flavor but there's no way to
do it all. MBPWA is big... huge, actually. At
1,840 hectares it is the largest marsh that can be
found within the Georgian Bay region. Not only
are there abundant cattail areas, there are also
oak savannahs, tall grass meadows, mixed
wood swamps and beaver ponds. Included also
are two river systems and a vast open water
portion. MBPWA offers something for
everybody. The challenge is... how to access it
all.

Generally, the place is located a tad north of
Coldwater. More specifically, you follow Upper
Big Chute Road out of Coldwater and then turn
left onto Lawson Line. Part way along this road,
there is a good canoe launch site onto the North
River. By car, continue along Lawson Line and
turn left onto Kinnear Sideroad, which will take
you to a small parking area on your left. The
other access point is off of Quarry Road, near
the Highway 400 extension.

| started my day by going to the Thiffault
management cell at the northern portion of the
property, located on Quarry Road. There is a
circular trail that follows the massive berm
constructed by Ducks Unlimited around a large
area of cattails and open water. It took me an
hour and a half to saunter around this trail.
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The birdlife was quiet on this visit, acceptable
due to the muggy weather conditions. However
the outing was made memorable by observing a
large congregation of green herons (about 15
birds), an osprey flying by with a fish "in hand"
and followed by eight crows, several species of
ducks (mallard, wood duck and blue-wing teal),
a family of pied-billed grebes, an American
bittern, a couple great blue herons, catbirds,
song sparrows, marsh wrens and kingfishers. As
| said, kind of quiet (big smile).

Next stop was back at the Cowan Trail on the
Kinnear Sideroad. | didn't do the full circular trail,
just popped in to check the beaver pond and see
the tall grass prairie. Big bluestem grass is in full
bloom and many species of sedges, goldenrods
and asters kept the ol' mind busy with
identifications. Also noted was a profusion of
hog peanut in bloom, something I've missed for
several years in a row. A new water control
structure allows for retaining water longer in the
beaver pond area, and several nests of great
blue herons can be found here (empty now).

Other highlights of the day? | was the only one
out there. Almost 2,000 hectares to enjoy by
myself! Awesome. And next best thing... it was
free. Well, free in that there wasn't an admission
charge. The trails were in pretty good shape for
walking, and the infrastructures didn't just

appear without funding and a whole lot of effort
by agency staff and an army of volunteers. So
here's a couple ways that you (and 1) can help
out: join the MT- M Conservation Association,
the Coldwater and Area Conservation Club
and/or Ducks Unlimited (Canada). All have
websites with details on programs and
contribution methods. (Or call M-T-M at Tiny
Marsh 705-322-2200.)

We are so lucky to live in a part of the country
that has so many natural wild areas left to
explore. Wye Marsh, Copeland Forest, Scout
Valley, Minesing Swamp, and our county forests
and provincial parks combine to make this area
"uber-special” in regards to accessible and
rewarding places to visit. | just remembered,
there are also a couple other rather special
places known as Lake Simcoe, Lake
Couchiching, Sparrow Lake, Bass Lake and
what's that big one... oh yeah, Georgian Bay!
Some would call this paradise, others may call it
heaven on Earth, but we locals get to call it
home.

Enjoy it, protect it, for this is indeed precious, no
matter what the season.

David Hawke can be reached
david.hawke55@gmail.com.
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